[Ultrasonographic evaluation of the venous tone in humans in the clinical pharmacology of venotropic drugs].
A new ultrasonographic method of evaluation of the venous tone in humans is described and experimentally justified. The method is based on the principles of venous occlusion plethysmograhy and ultrasonographic two-dimensional imaging of the cross section of cubital veins. It is found that an increment of the cross-sectional area of the vein is correlated with a change in the volume of distal segment of the upper extremity according to the data of aqueous plethysmography. The tests with nitroglycerin and dihydroergotamine (vasoactive drugs producing opposite effects upon the venous tone) confirmed the possibility of using this technique in the clinical pharmacology of venotropic drugs.